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began to halter it. 1 retired as best 1 could, to protect my women
and children (more than 200 persons).

Having occupied the fort, the enemy took and sacked the town
and burned the church with its images and crosses, and cut down
the fruit trees, which were numerous and good. He burned the fort
and carried off the artillery and munitions and food supplies.

We are all left with the clothes we stood in, and in the open
country with a little munition which was hidden. We are without
food of any sort except six hogsheads of flour which will last twenty
days at half a pound per head.

I am reporting to His Majesty in full in the accompanying
despatch1 and entreat your lordship to forward it immediately, and
to favour me as far and as speedily as possible, since help for Florida
must come from your lordship's hands.

Our Lord, etc.

San Agustin, June 17, 1586.

Pedro Men^ndez Marque's ...

Document No. 33^
[The royal officials of Florida to the Crown, San Agustin,
June 17, 1586]
(P. 0                                       t
Sacred Catholic Royal Majesty
As soon as news was received here of the damage which the
English corsair had done in Santo Domingo, desiring to prepare as
best he could (after consulting the persons best able to advise and
after having reached an agreement with us to that effect), General
Pedro Men^ndez Marque'z built a new fort at the harbour mouth,
at the bar, at the end of the channel, to protect the entrance. There
he placed all the artillery and munitions. Considering how quickly
h^vas done and by how few people, and with what scanty materials,
theVprt was very effective and well situated.
1 Not seen. Cf. A. de /., 412-1-8/3, Contratacion 5108, 'The Duke* to the House of
Trade, San Lucar, September 3, 1586, for statement that Pedro Bernal Cenneno,
who camt in On that date with despatches, said that 'off the Gape', i.e., of San
Vicente, he had seen the enemy take an advice-boat with despatches 'which Pedro
Menende?<was sending with an account of events in Florida.* Cf. Document No. 55,"
especially enclosure No. 3 (p. 219 post.)
* A.de f.9 54-5-14, Santo Domingo 229. I pliego9 original.